
NEW HAMPSHIRE'S
DAILY NEWSPAPER
State Edition 'There h nothing so powerful DANIIL WIBStIR

MANCHESTER, N.M., Thuriday, April 19B9 TEL. 669-43}l 50 CtNIS
I37lh Yaor, No. 6 60 Pagai 0Unlon Leoiler Corp.

Critical Thinking
And Religion
In the Schools

WILIIAM LOFB, Presldsnl and Piiblither, 1946-1981
NACKtY 5, lOES, Prasldent and Publishar

Where the Siiiril of the Lord fs, There Is Liberty
RCOK'NIIHANi J.I7

ny DHNNIS L. CUDDY/NTHE ICAm.r rARTot Ihls ccniury.
n llimianinii psychlnlriitl, Jncob Moreno,
developed psycimilrnmii <imcI s<icl4>metry
iisiiiy role-|»l.nj lnR or ••(Jod-pinyinR.'
OS lie cnllud it. to dovci')|) "snciui

shock methods which nioy well bccomc
Ecicntinc mclliods of 5ocinl nclioii." In his
l)onk, "Wlio Shnil Survive?," he Indicated
Hint rclI|;ions siicii as Cliristinriity nml JiicJnisrn
were limitnd, nnd lie proposed a new
"rcilBion" modillcd by science.

Today, wo would Hndorslnnd -y.-
this new religion ns"hiimnti!sm,"
nnd John Dewcy wlio signed (ho NB
in3J Uumnnisl MnnlTesto callcd
5oclomclry"lhe next stnjsc" oiler f
reading Moreno's book. Also : •*
during the period of the New
Dcnl, Prcsldcnl Franklin [loose- .jy;
veil told Moreno one Uny In ilydc • t
Pnrk ancr rending Ills book, r
"When t nm hock In Wnshlnglnn, ^
I will SCO whereyour Ideascnnbe'
pul til use."

MOIIENO'S SOCIOMETHIC fiHOUPINCS
were tnkcn up by native Estonian Illldn Tnba
In the 10505 and cnrly IDGOs when she
ilevelotied n social studies curriculum that
becnine widely used hi the United Stntcs.
nccciving consldcrnble federal funds while
at Son Francisco State Collcce, she dcvclopc<l
the "Thinking Troject." which de-eniphnsi7.cd
siihjecl mailer nnd facts In favor of carefully
sclectcd Inrormation thnl waiiid lend Itself
to analysis and discussion. This wc have
come to know as "crUlral thinking."

At first, this dinlecllcnl process dialogue
0|>pcars non-Judgmental, as one I'lttsburgh
tencher recently asked Ills Ftudenls whether
socialism Is better tlian copitnllsm. nnd
there wos no penalty for chousing socialism.

Uul because tlio students' declsloninre
based upon "carcl'iilly selerleti bifortnnlioir'
by the teacher, Ihe students rnn be subliy
led In a pnrticutiir »iircctinn. ConccrnliiG
values, this type of bebnvlor modlficHtlnn
or sensitivity training htis been cailcil "brnln-
wasidng," ami nccordiiig (o t)r. Mcivin Am-heli.
M.D. of I.os Angeles, is clinically "do.'icnsHlr.ii-
tion." On Jan. 3. IHIJ5. the television program
••20/20" dovotc<l n good deal of time to
an nllcgc«l cxamplo of how ••hralnwnshlng"
of preschoolers could linve licen used to
destroy the children's sense of ftunlly values
ond patriotism among other things.

woTiiEit nouns. •rniTiCM. think
ing" becomes crlticiiing. which becomes
challenging one's parents and all niUliorlty
figures as well as the law, one's cuuiUry. moral
absolutes and God.

Sidney Hook signed the l!)7:i llumiinisl
Manifesto II, nnd In The Mumnnlsl mngazinc,
lie filnlcd: "Ituninn bclncs can be inlliicnced
to cxnmlne crillcnily their rvli|;lonR liellcfs
only by Indirection. By indirection, I mean
tlic developmenl of a critical aKltiidc In
all OUR educnllonal institulions that will
aim to make studcnt.s less crcdiilous to
claims that transcend their rcflccllve experi
ence .. In ortler to nccompilsii this, however.
0 "crisis" In education would have to
occur (to see how education "crises" have
been nnd con be "manufnctured" to attain
particular goals, look at "The Uses of
Crises: Guidelines for School Leaders." The
ISducation Digest, October l{)04).

The "crisis" arose when a recent stmly
showed thai many of the facts regarding
the role of religion in our history had
been excised from lexthook.";. While most
Americans support leaching tiie role of .lu-
dco-Christian values in onr nation's herltnge.
tliere ore those who would resolve tills
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"crisis" by lenrhing about the beliefs and
prncliccs (if all injijor relijjions in our
6»:huols In a "non-dl-tcrliiiinalory manner."

SOMK YICAIIS A(;O.Tin-: World lleliglims
Curriculum Development Center in lite Dnitcd
Klnlns developed a course tille«l. "nnligion
In Human Ciriturc," to develop atliludcs
of respect for the Icglllnuicy of oHiers'
Ijeliefs and pracllces. "sniirBUarding agiiinst
dogmatic 'riglit answerism."*

This attitude of ••eniiivalency" toward
all religions fits the synerelistlc desire
of John Dcwcy to eslnbllsh a "common
faith" In wliicli nil could agree. Yet. it
l.s Ihls "democracy" of values that was
rcjecletl by Hie Rmnders of tlils country
In favor of n constihilloiml repiiblir whose
Inhnbitanls are endowed ullh ccrtaln .lu-
d(!o-Chrlslian "Innllennble righls" (0<id ylven).
In Ills farewell address, I're.'sldcnl Wasliingbui
warned: "Let us wilh cnulloii iiululge tlio
siipposlllon Hint mornllty enu bu inaintnlued
wlliioul relieinii- WhiUcvcr inny be conccilcd
to the Inlliience of refined educntlon on
minds of peculiar structure, reason nnd
experience both forbid us lo expect that
notional niornllly can prevail In exclusion
ofreligious principle."

Tlir; UNDKIlRIININt! OT niblical moral
nbsfdulcs Is a primary ob|ective of seculor
humanisls In their attempt to produce a
secularized new geiiRralion «)f Americans
believing in Moreno's |»hllosophy of the
"here ond now." In The OhI Testament,
Judges 2:10 warned, ". . . there arose another
generation nfler them which knew not the
Lord..." AntI this Is why we should reject
"critical thinking" nnd teaching atiout nil
major ri'ligintis' beliefs nnd pnictlccs In
our public sciiools.
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—The niil/ior is n fonncr u.v.vvucin(c in the U.S.
Dcparltiicnt of Cdiicaliofi.


